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affairs. He evidently had great faith in his brother-in-law's plans for making his fortune, and took the keenest interest in them, even offering to go over to London, to sell an invention for effecting economy in the construction of inclined planes on railways. But M. Surville changed his mind at the last, and Balzac never went to England after all.
Honore  and Laure were together during the
time of their earliest childhood, as they were left
at the cottage of the same foster-mother, and did
not come home till Honore was four years old.
His sister says, " My recollections of his tender-
ness date far back.    I have not forgotten the head-
long rapidity with which he ran to save me from
tumbling down sthe three high  steps without  a
railing, which led from our nurse's room to the
garden.    His loving protection continued after we
returned to our father's house, where, more than
once, he allowed himself to be punished for my
faults, without betraying me.    Once, when I came
upon the scene in time to accuse myself of the
wrong, he said, ' Don't acknowledge next time —
I like to be punished for you.' " *
* "Balzac,,  sa vie et ses ceuvres,  d'apres sa correspondance/' by Madame L. Surville (ne'e de Balzac). to cook only twice a week. In fact, they were evidently passing through one of those monetary crises to which we become used when reading the annals of the Balzacs, and which irresistibly remind the reader of similar affairs in the Micawber family. In spite of the friction on the subject of Madame
